
BAND REPORT / Tuairisc an Bhanna Ceoil 

This past year has been a very successful one for the band with improved numbers playing 

in the band and better attendances at practice throughout the year. All of this is largely due 

to the enthusiasm of Peter Benson our Musical Director and the patient and quiet way he 

deals with the band. 

Following last year’s AGM the Band undertook their usual round of Christmas activities, The 

Carol Service in St Peter’s and The Community Carol Service along with Warrenpoint Silver 

Band. 

In the Spring time we had a St Patrick’s Day Concert as usual in the Parish Centre followed at 

the end of that Month with a very successful Spring Concert played to a full house in St 

Peter’s Parish Centre. At the end of May we participated in the Blues on the Bay Festival 

with a concert in the Park. 

In early June we lost our longest serving Band member Kevin Dinsmore. Kevin first became 

involved with Bands in the late 1950’s when he joined the INF Band and rejoined the Band 

when it was formed in the Club in 1972. Kevin started as a cornet player but became our Big 

Drum player when Derek Mc Kinley retired from the band. Kevin rarely missed a practice or 

a band outing and was recognised for his outstanding service at our 50th Anniversary 

Concert. His presence and good humour will be greatly missed.  

In July we had the pleasure of playing a few selections for our Band President, Andy Tohill 

on the occasion of his 90th Birthday . Go maire sé an céad. At the end of July we also took 

part in Fleadh Uladh which was held in Warrenpoint when we played a concert in the Park 

that was very well received. 

In September the Band applied for an Arts Council of NI grant and were successful in their 

application being awarded £9570 just short of the highest possible award of £10000. This 

money will be used to buy three of the smaller instruments, a Flugel Horn and two Eb Horns. 

The Band are very grateful to the Arts Council for this award. It also shows Band and club 

members the unbelievable expense involved in buying new instruments, and how this is 

now almost impossible without grant aid. 

  

 


